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The Corps of Discovery
1804-1806

“Lewis & Clark”

Exploring the Louisiana Purchase of 1803

• Missouri
• Iowa
• Nebraska
• South Dakota
• North Dakota

• Montana
• Idaho
• Washington
• Oregon
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The Corps of Discovery
1804-1806

Exploring the Lousiana Purchase of 1803
Thomas Jefferson

President of the United States 1801 – 1809
Author of the Declaration of American Independence

Acquired the Louisiana Territory in 1803



Meriwether Lewis and William Clark
Co-Captains and Leaders

“The Naturalist” “The Map Maker”



• William Bratton
• Jean Bapiste Charbonneau
• Toussaint Charbonneau
• William Clark
• John Collins
• John Colter
• Pierre Cruzatte
• George Drouillard (Drewyer)
• Joseph Fields
• Reubin Fields
• Robert Frazier
• Patrick Gass.
• George Gibson
• Silas Goodrich
• Thomas Howard
• Francois Labiche
• Jean Bapiste Lapage

• Meriwether Lewis
• Hugh McNeal
• John Ordway
• John Potts
• Nathaniel Pryor
• Sacajawea (wife of 

Charbonneau)
• Seaman (Lewis’ dog)
• George Shannon
• John Shields.
• John Thompson
• Peter Weiser
• William Werner
• Joseph Whitehouse
• Alexander Willard
• Richard Windsor
• York – Clark’s slave

The Corps of Discovery
Expedition Members





President Jefferson’s Instructions
to Captain Lewis

• Find the most practical water route to the 
Pacific Ocean (follow the Missouri and 
Columbia Rivers to their sources)

• Establish friendly relationships with all tribes 
encountered and record information about 
them

• Map the country traveled
• Document new species of plants and animals 

encountered



Results of following the 
President’ Instructions

• A water route with practical portage was not 
discovered – a great disappointment to Jefferson

• Friendly relations were established with nearly all 
tribes

• A large number of maps were made documenting 
the entire route in a great amount of detail

• Hundreds of new species documented
• In the 1840s, the expedition results were used to lay 

claim to the territory, especially the northwest



Expedition Chronology

1803
Down the Ohio River
Wintering at Camp Dubois 1803-1804

1804 - 1805
Follow the Missouri River (Missouri, Iowa, 
Nebraska, South Dakota, and North Dakota)
Winter over in the Mandan Villages 1804-1805



Expedition Chronology (cont.)
1805

Up the Missouri River through Montana
**Westward across the Bitterroot Mountains

Aug 10, 1805 (Lewis) - Sept 26, 1805 (Party)
Down the Columbia River to the Pacific Ocean

1805-06
Winter encampment at Fort Clatsop on the Pacific 
Ocean

1806
Up the Columbia River to the Rocky Mountains
**Eastward across the Bitterroot Mountains

June 10, 1806 (Party) - July 8, 1806
Down the Missouri and “home”

**My Research



Factoids
• Sacajawea

– Not a guide but helped with landmarks and 
navigation on the Beaverhead River and Gallatin 
Valley in Montana

– Gathered roots and herbs for the expedition
– Her brother (Cameahwait)  was chief of the Lemhi 

Shoshoni Tribe
– Helped show tribes that the party was peaceful
– What is her name? (Bird Woman)
– What was her fate?

• Only One Died – Sergeant Floyd
– Sioux City, Iowa (Appendix or Sepsis)



Campfire Stories
• The Whiteman is coming – Nez Perce oral tradition 

about prophecy that white men would be coming to 
their land 

• York and Clark – York, who was Clark’s slave, 
made the trip and was pretty much treated as an 
equal member in the party. However, he was not 
given his freedom and land at the end of the 
expedition and had to wait several years

• Clark’s romances – Some Nez Perce believe that 
Clark fathered a son with a Nez Perce woman

• The “fish eyes” – The young Nez Perce boys that 
first encountered the expedition reported seeing 
strange beings with fish eyes and there faces up side 
down (the beards)





Images Recorded in Journals



Images Recorded in Journals



Lewis – The Naturalist

Western Pileated
Woodpecker

Dryocopus pileatus
picinus (Bangs)



Clarkia or “Pinkfairies” or “Ragged Robin” Clarkia pulchella (Pursh)

Lewis – The Naturalist



Indian Paintbrush
Castilleja septentrionalis

Figwort Family (Scrophulariaceae)



Clark – The Map Maker

Lolo Creek and Hungery Creek in the
Bitterroot Mountains of North-Central Idaho





Steve F. Russell
Recording data on the Lewis & Clark Trail

East of the Sinque Hole

Camping & Hiking Alone



Camping & Hiking Alone



Was that a growl
I heard?

Pussycat
Mountain Lion

(Cougar)

Steve

Hungry Bear

Camping & Hiking Alone
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Topographic Map of a Nez Perce Indian Trail



GPS Menagerie
Garmin

Etrex Vista
Handheld

Garmin 12XL
Handheld

Garmin DGPS
Mag Antenna

Laptop
PC

Garmin DGPS
E-field Antenna

Cables for
connecting 

units

Trimble 3-Mode
Antenna

Trimble Backpack
Receiver

Trimble Ensign
Handheld

Trimble
Scoutmaster

Handheld

Trimble
Data-logger
Computer

Power Supplies
and chargers

for 12V and 120V



Initial Processing of Data
“A different kind of tailgating”



It takes a large 
amount of 
searching all 
around to find 
the trail tread

A bear has been 
inspecting this 
old log in 
search of insects

Zig-Zag Searching for the Trail







Newspapers



Journals



Books



More Books



Presentations



Presentations



Emmy Wining Video



Award Winning Website



Workshops
“On the Trail with Lewis and Clark”

Sawtooth Science Institute
Idaho State University

2002

Idaho 5th Grade Teachers at Lewis’ first Idaho Campsite





Salmon River Canyon in Idaho



“Making Friends”
on the Trail



Last surviving plaque put along the 
trail by Jack Harlan, 1935



“Junior”



Sunrise - Salmon River Canyon in Idaho





Theo Peterson

Surveying the Lewis & Clark Trail



Matt Battani

Cone Flowers and Stinging Nettles
“Are we having fun yet”





Land of the Nez PerceLand of the Nez Perce

Ancient Rock Cairns



““the most terrible mountainsthe most terrible mountains
I ever beheldI ever beheld””

Sargent Patrick Gass,Sargent Patrick Gass,
a member of the Corps of Discovery,a member of the Corps of Discovery,

September 16, 1805September 16, 1805

Westbound Across the BitterrootsWestbound Across the Bitterroots



Camping with the Nez Perce






