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Internet Web Pages

Main Web Page: https://steverussellweb.com/ 

Lewis and Clark Web Page:

I will be putting this presentation and about 40 other presentations on the Internet, for 
public access. Search for Lewis and Clark documents. Here is the link to access all these 
documents: https://steverussellweb.com/LINKS/TRAILFINDER_1-V04.htm



Steve’s Connections with
the Nez Perce Tribe



1993 Trail Ride on the Lolo Trail, Weitas Meadows, Rain Rain Rain



Nez Perce National Historic Trail Foundation 1992

Charlie Moses
Vice-President

Nez Perce, Colville, WA

Steve F. Russell
President

Iowa State University

Dan Gard
Secretary

US Forest Service



The Nez Perce Indians and Steve F. Russell

1998 Trail Ride on the Nez Perce National Historic Trail, a soggy, soggy day



1993 My tour of the historical Nez Perce Trail at the Lewis and Clark site known as “Smoking 
Place.” Nez Perce tribal members, and guests, I still can remember are: Jeff Fee, Roy White, 
Diane Mallickan, Nez Perce Elder, Mrs. White.

The Nez Perce Indians and Steve F. Russell



Steve’s Connections with
the Lewis and Clark

National Historic Trail



The National Park Service and Steve F. Russell
Lewis and Clark National Historic Trail, Omaha, NB

What a photogenic bunch!



Idaho Governor
Brad Little and
his wife, Teresa

LEWIS AND CLARK
TRAIL RESEARCH





CITATION:
Lewis and Clark across the 
Mountains : Mapping the Corps of 
Discovery in Idaho by Steve F. 
Russell, Boise :Idaho State Historical 
Society, 2007. ISBN: 0931406161
Forward by James P. Ronda, Lewis 
and Clark Historian, Emeritus 
Professor of History at the University 
of Tulsa.
QUOTE: "Steve Russell's comprehensive 
study of Lewis and Clark on the Lolo 
Trail exemplifies all those Jeffersonian 
virtues. Like Lewis and Clark, Russell 
has spent endless day following the trails 
and locating campsites....."And like 
Jefferson, Russell knows that exploration 
is all about paying attention to details."



Brochure by the Idaho 
Department of Fish and Game
Research data provided by 
Steve F. Russell doing trail 
research on a grant from the 
State of Idaho.

Russell discovered the Lewis 
and Clark Campsite (May 29, 
1806) of Sergeant Ordway and 
his men at Cougar Rapids Bar 
on the lower Snake River in 
Idaho.
© Steve F. Russell

The archeological evidence at 
this campsite exceeds that of 
any other site, except Fort 
Clatsop in Oregon.



INTRODUCTION

Who I Am

How I Got Started



THE
MANY

FACES
OF

STEVE

TrailFinder, Hillbilly, Logger, 
Engineer, Teacher, Musician, 

Family Man



Protection: Pistol, K-Bar Knife, Magnum Bear Pepper Spray

THE
TRAILFINDER





• I like to do primitive hiking and camping alone
• I like being in the rugged mountains in wilderness areas
• I like to hike where others have not been
• I like survival living
• I like the adventure of discovering trails and campsites 

that are very old
• I like encountering animals, Black Bear, Mountain Lions, 

Elk, Deer, Moose, Wolves, Birds, but not Grizzly
• I like using GPS and GIS computer tools to document 

historical Trails. I’ve documented over 150 of them in the 
western half of the United States

• I’ve hiked between  5,000 and 10,000 miles, in primitive 
landscapes, to document historical trails



“TOO MANY SHOES”
They went to GoodWill or the Garbage

Hiking Shoes, 5,000 miles



Was that a growl
I heard?

Pussycat
Mountain Lion

(Cougar)

Steve

Hungry Bear

Camping & Hiking Alone

Elk
Deer
Moose



My Grizzly Encounter





MANY PEOPLE HELPED ME

John A. K. Barker, Dick Southern, Shelley & Lyle Kuther, John Fisher, Merle Wells,
Larry Jones, Ely Johnson, Clarke Russell, Rebecca Russell, Kathleen Russell, Judy Austin,
Horace Axtel, Del White, Matt Battani, Theo Peterson, Jim Ronda, Harlan and Barb Opdahl,
Jim Caswell, Dan Wiley, Ryan Cooper, Suzanne Gucciardo, Gus & Gerry Denton, 
Deloris Jungert Davisson, Jeff Fee, Jim Fazio, Dan Gard, Tom Geouge,
Chris Gertschen, Merry Hayden, Robbin Johnston, Claud Judd, Colleen Mathisen,
Sam McNeill, Sandi McFarland, Milo Mcleod, Bud Moore, Charlie Moses,
Joseph Mussulman, Floyd Myers, Keith Petersen, Deanna Riebe, Ken Reid,
Ralph Space, Norman Steadman, Mike Venso, Jim Wark, Dick Williams

Clearwater National Forest, Idaho; Idaho State Historical Society, Idaho State Historic
Preservation Office (SHPO); Idaho Governor's Lewis and Clark Trail Committee; Idaho
Department of Transportation; Montana State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO);
Numerous Historical Societies; National Park Service – Lewis and Clark National
Historic Trail, Omaha, NE; Bureau of Land Management, Montana and Idaho;
Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage Foundation; Idaho State University, Sawtooth Science
Institute; Iowa State University; Museum of Winchester History, Idaho; Partnership for
the National Trails System, Austin, Texas; TrailResearch.org;



HILLBILLY
1956
Idaho





1954 Clearwater National Forest, Idaho.  Clarke R. Russell riding one of our pack mules.
We had no riding mules, they did not want being ridden!  He did this on a dare!



LOGGER
1962

Montana



MUSICIAN 2005 IOWA



MUSICIAN 1988 IDAHO



HILLBILLY
ENGINEER 1973

Physics Research Center
University of Iowa

1980-1984



TEACHING
Associate Professor of

Electrical and
Computer Engineering
Iowa State University

1984 - 2007

Michael Komodromos, PhD
Greek Cyprus

Playing Piano in Chicago



TEACHING
Lewis and Clark Trail Class, Idaho State University

2008



Workshops
“On the Trail with Lewis and Clark”

Sawtooth Science Institute
Idaho State University

2002

Idaho 5th Grade Teachers at Lewis’ first Idaho Campsite



Lewis and Clark Trail Workshop for the State of Idaho and Their Guests
Jim Ronda, Larry Jones, Chuck Raddon, Rebecca Russell



Emmy Winning Video





VIDEO SNAPSHOT: Steve F. Russell, Trailfinder and survey engineer

1998



VIDEO SNAPSHOT: Rebecca F. Russell, Computer Operator and survey assistant

1998



1998



ON THE TRAILS



“Making Friends”
on the Trail

1990



“Junior”

Another
Friend

1991



THE BEGINNINGS
OF

MY TRAIL RESEARCH



Steve F. Russell and his 
dad, Clarke R. Russell 
are in Elliston, Montana. 
They are packed and 
ready for a multiple days 
trip over the Lolo Trail in 
north-central Idaho. 
Clarke had traveled the 
trail extensively in his 
younger days, and is 
Steve's guide for starting 
his research on the Lewis 
and Clark Trail. This is 
Steve's first trip to explore 
the Lewis and Clark 
Trail.  Quote from 
Shirley Russell: "Two of a 
kind on Lewis and Clark 
expedition....

Did my Dad Snore?

August 1986



REBECCA AND STEVE
TRAILFINDERS

White Sulphur Springs, Montana
1996  Rebecca Age 12

Blue Nose Lookout,  Montana/Idaho
1998  Rebecca Age 14

My faithful 1976 Ford 4X4



TV Guide
Ames, Tribune

1999



2003



“In the Morning, In the Evening, Ain’t We Got Fun”1999



GPS Menagerie
Garmin

Etrex Vista
Handheld

Garmin 12XL
Handheld

Garmin DGPS
Mag Antenna

Laptop
PC

Garmin DGPS
E-field Antenna

Cables for
connecting 

units

Trimble 3-Mode
Antenna

Trimble Backpack
Receiver

Trimble Ensign
Handheld

Trimble
Scoutmaster

Handheld

Trimble
Data-logger
Computer

Power Supplies
and chargers

for 12V and 120V

2002



Initial Processing of Data
“A different kind of tailgating”

2002



1999



““the most terrible mountainsthe most terrible mountains
I ever beheldI ever beheld””

Sargent Patrick Gass,Sargent Patrick Gass,
a member of the Corps of Discovery,a member of the Corps of Discovery,

September 16, 1805September 16, 1805

Westbound Across the BitterrootsWestbound Across the Bitterroots

5,000 to 10,000 Miles of hiking across these mountains is why my knees are shot!
2002



2003













July 10, 1991
Lolo Trail (Lewis and Clark Trail), Idaho, my trusty 1966 Ford 4X4



2002 Theo Peterson, Survey Assistant, Lewis and Clark Precision Survey
“I’ll hike that old man into the ground”



2003 Matt Battani, Survey Assistant, Lewis and Clark Precision Survey
The “Root Clump” on Hungery Creek, Idaho



CROSS-COUNTRY, WILDERNESS HIKING IS HARD ON THE HEART
This is what happens after years of hiking to exhaustion

and doing long-distance biking (62 miles, Age 65)

Normal Heart Beat, Normal Rate 72 BPM

My Heart Beat, My Rate 45-55 BPM

Sometimes my heart
does not beat for up to 
2.0 sec



The Nez Perces Indians
and

Lewis and Clark 1805 & 1806



Before Lewis and Clark
• Around 18,000 BC, people started migrating, 

from eastern Asia to North and South America
• They were principally from the Tibet area and 

from the indigenous people of Japan
• A small mummified boy (15,000 BC) in 

Montana, and a male skeleton (18,000 BC) on 
the Columbia River, form the verified upper 
limit of the earliest years of the migration.

Ask me about the land bridge hoax



2002 Gravestone at Indian Grave. "ALBERT PARSONS MALLICKAN died in the summertime
at the age of 14 years. Born in 1881 at Kamiah, Idaho. Son of Helen and Eugene Mallickan,
Buried on the old Nez Perce Indian Trail at the place now called Indian Grave."

2007



1991



1991



1991



1991



1991



1991



1991



1991



1995



Horace Axtel, Nez Perce Elder & Steve F. Russell, Trailfinder
Lewiston, Idaho, 2009



2002



2002



1998



Francis Adams, Salish Indian Tribe, 80 years old, died 1900
This grave site is high in the Bitterroot Mountains of Montana-Idaho 

2008





Factoids
• Sacajawea

– Not a guide but helped with landmarks and 
navigation on the Beaverhead River and 
Gallatin Valley in Montana

– Gathered roots and herbs for the expedition
– Her brother (Cameahwait)  was chief of the 

Lemhi Shoshoni Tribe
– Helped show tribes that the party was peaceful
– What is her name? (Bird Woman)
– What was her fate?

• Only One Died – Sergeant Floyd
– Sioux City, Iowa (Appendix or Sepsis)







This book is about what happens
When people from different
Cultures meet and deal with
each other 

Jim Ronda was a guest on one
of my Lewis and Clark Trail
Workshops and  signed his
book for me. He was also an artist
And made a drawing for my
daughter, Rebecca 

Jim Ronda was a University Professor
of history at the University of Tulsa



Nez Perce
Nez Percé (Nay Per-say), French for Pierced Nose

• Umatilla and Cayuse Tribes, were cousins.
• Christianized in the 1830s
• After Christianization, they denied that they ever 

pierced their noses and also denied former Pagan 
practices.

• Burial practice varied, 1) Scaffold, 2) Tallus (Slide 
Rock), 3) Direct Burial.

• Whiteman Massacre (1847), Markus and Narcissa 
were murdered and mutillated because the Cauyuse
thought the caused disease and death.

• The Clearwater Nez Perces hid and protected their 
Missionary, Henry Spalding and their friend, Col. 
William Craig.



NEZ PERCE HUMOR

“WHITETAIL BUCK FEVER”

“MAKE IT RAIN”

“CHEWING COUSE COUSE”
The plant looks exactly like Hemlock



The Corps of Discovery
under the command of
Capt. Meriwether Lewis

and
Lt. William Clark 1804 - 1806



My concept of interest in Lewis and Clark
Ames, Iowa 2018



Actual Interest in Lewis and Clark



Orders from President Jefferson

•Find a suitable route from the Mississippi 
River to the Pacific Ocean (The old 
dream of the fabled “Northwest Passage”)

•Establish friendly relationships with the 
Indian Tribes you meet

•Map your journey
•Record the flora and fauna



The Corps of Discovery
“Co-Captains” and Leaders

“The Naturalist” “The Map Maker”

Lieutenant William ClarkCaptain Meriwether Lewis



Clarkia or “Pinkfairies” or “Ragged Robin” Clarkia pulchella (Pursh)

Lewis – The Naturalist



Clark – The Map Maker

Lolo Creek and Hungary Creek in the
Bitterroot Mountains of North-Central Idaho



Clark’s Cash Book (1825 - 1828)

From: The Indianization of Lewis and Clark By William R. Swagerty 2012 (page 693).*
The following is a table of names with the data from Clark’s Cash Book. A photocopy of
the page is included after the table. This is 20 years after the expedition.

Meriwether Lewis   Dead
John Ordway   Dead
Charles Floyd   Dead
Patrick Gass   Illegible
Nathaniel Pryor   at Fort illegible
Toussaint Charbonneau   Illegible
William E. Bratton   Ohio
John Collins   Dead
John Colter   Dead
Pierre Cruzatte   Killed
George Drouillard (Drewyer),   Killed
Joseph Fields   Dead
Reuben Fields   Illegible
Robert Frazier   Illegible
George Gibson   Dead

Silas Goodrich   Dead
Thomas Proctor Howard   Illegible
Francois (William) Labiche   Illegible
Jean Baptiste Lepage   Dead
Hugh McNeal   Dead
John Potts   Killed
Sacajawea   Dead
George Shannon   Kentucky
John Shields   Dead
John B. Thompson   Illegible
Peter M. Weiser   Killed
William Werner   Illegible
Joseph Whitehouse   Illegible
Alexander Hamilton Willard  Illegible
Richard Windsor   Illinois

*This document is extremely difficult to read, and I could find no transcription on the internet,
so I attempted one myself. Please accept my apologies for any errors.

Half of the expedition members were dead,
20-23 years later



August 12, 1806: Lewis was shot in the butt by 
hunter Peter Cruzatte, who thought he was shooting 
at an elk. (Is it a bad idea to shoot the boss in the 
butt and then claim he was an Elk!?)

Surprises and Adventures



Map of the Expedition

Ames 
Iowa



Westward: 1804-1805



Opening of the West
East Coast to Midwest 1790

St. Lewis

Fort 
Clatsop



Opening of the West
Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean

Lousiana Purchase 1803

St. Lewis

Fort 
Clatsop

1806

1805



Opening of the West
Mississippi River to the Pacific Ocean

North America (USA) 1840

St. Lewis

Fort 
Clatsop

1806

1805

Alta Mexico

1846, the Oregon Treaty Boundary 



My
Trail

Research



The Trailfinder 1986 – 2018 - 2025
A Quest to Find, and Document,

Historical Trails
Steve F. Russell, PhD. PE



Letter from United States Senator,
from Idaho,

James E. Risch



2000



2000







2002



2002



Lewis and Clark Campsite near the Lemhi River of Idaho

*

2009



Satellite Photo of Lewis and Clark Campsite on an island in the Salmon River.
This campsite was used by William Clark and a small party of men

2009



Lewis and Clark Campsite, Sep 3, 1805, the most elusive research site on the trail.
Pictured is my L&C Trail graduate class from Idaho State University

2009



Lewis and Clark Campsite, Sep 3, 1805, blooming with Beargrass

2009



Lewis and Clark Campsite, Sep 3, 1805, years after a forest fire burned the area

*

2012



Lewis and Clark Campsite at Lolo, Montana

*

1997



Lewis and Clark Campsite, buried in the brush of Moon Creek, Idaho

*

2002



Lewis and Clark Trail, John Ordway Camp, Jun 1, 1806 at a Nez Perce village on the
South Fork of the Clearwater River, now called Kooskia, Idaho

*

2008



Salmon River Canyon in Idaho2004



Clark’s Map
Lolo Trail

Idaho





Hiking the Lewis and Clark Trail

The Agony The Ecstasy

Moon Saddle,
Idaho
Fall 2009
(age 65)

Big Hole
Pass

Montana
Summer 1999

(age 55)

THE
TRAILFINDER

!Hypothermia!



Steve F. Russell
Who Am I?   Who Am I Not?

•Electrical Engineer (PhD) and Engineering and Science Researcher. 20 
years in industry and consulting, 23 years at Iowa State in EECpE.
•Researched, designed, and developed satellite communication subsystems.
•Researched, designed, and developed emergency radio call boxes.
•Original team member for the NAVSTAR Global Positioning System, 1976-
1980.
•Taught communication theory, circuits & systems, discrete math, computer 
networking, signal processing, etc. at Iowa State.
•30 years doing historic trail research: Aboriginal Trails of the western US, 
Lewis & Clark, Oregon and California Trails, military recon trails.
•30 years of solo hiking and primitive camping.
•Musician, Jazz Trumpet, Jazz Trombone, Euphonium (classical)
•Ham Radio (Extra Class), K0NJ.

•I SPECIALIZE IN FACTUAL, NO-NONSENSE, HIGH-QUALITY 
RESEARCH THAT IS BASED ON ORIGINAL SOURCES.
•I AM NOT A POLITICIAN.
•I DO NOT FOLLOW THE RULES OF POLITICAL CORRECTNESS.



Why Me?

Trail Hiking is Hard * What Day Is It?

2009



Why Me?
•Keen interest in historic trail research, especially Lewis and 
Clark.
•I have lived all of my young life along the trail in Idaho and 
Montana: Lewiston, Weippe, Lochsa Lodge, Missoula, 
Stevensville, Bitterroot Valley.
•Extensive experience using the Global Positioning System (GPS).
•Extensive experience using Geographic Information Systems.
•Extensive experience making maps (Cartography).
•A love of solo hiking and primitive tent camping, in sun, rain, 
snow, heat, cold etc.
•Love of Animals, Plants and Nature.
•Nobody else weird enough to do it.



Why Me? (cont.)1995



Research Methodology
Computers, Sweat, and Serendipity

What Makes My Trail Research Unique
•Hiking the actual trail tread
•Love Primitive Camping and Hiking
•Photos I take while hiking the trail
•Computer research methods, GPS, GIS
•My map making ability
•Skill as a Woodsman
•Scholarly approach
•Use only original sources (don’t read fiction)

How I am Like Others -- Work with:
•Historic journals
•Archive maps
•Historic photos
•Aerial and Satellite photos



Why Me? (cont.)1995



Why Me? (cont.)

Wet and Hypothermic Wet but Warm

2009



Why Me? (cont.)

When I was ‘Young’ When I was not so ‘Young’

20091992



Why Me? (cont.)

Cambium-Peeled Tree, Food for Horses and People

2006



John A. K. Barker, Snake “River Rat,” and friends
John helped me with the logistics of doing my research.

Jet Boat, Hiking, Research Grant, Helicopter



2008 Richard “Dick” Southern camped at Sing Lee Campground, Newsome, Idaho.
After an all-night rain, and some freezing rain, Dick said he was through camping with me!



A concept often misunderstood, or forgotten, or ignored, in the 
conduct and publishing of historic trail research

SYNONYMS: deduction, conclusion, reasoning, conjecture, 
speculation, guess, presumption, assumption, supposition, 
reckoning, extrapolation

Inference
A Conclusion Reached on the Basis of

Evidence and Reasoning



End of the Trail - 2018

My Beloved Red Wing Hiking Boots



LOCHSA LODGE
AND THE RUSSELLS





1987  Clarke R. Russell and his Granddaughters, Miranda, and Rebecca



Lochsa Lodge, Idaho (on the Lewis and Clark Trail)



Lochsa Lodge cabin where Steve F. Russell lived as a boy





Ely and Gladys Johnson Ranch, where Kathleen (Johnson) Russell grew up



The Ubiquitous Outhouses of Our Early Lives 


